October in the Rose Garden
by Patsy Vidrine

2012 spring rose catalogs will be out soon, for you to order new roses for your garden.  I urge you to first shop locally with the BRRS sponsors.  The catalogs are handy to learn the color, and overall growth pattern and habits of the varieties.  But, I suggest you get recommendations from rose growers in our district, to know how they perform here.

With cooler weather coming, you can plan or change the color layout of your garden, such as:  Hot Cocoa with Abraham Darby, and several Julia Childs in front of Double Knock-Outs, which I have in my garden.

Water

If we have not had sufficient rainfall, in our typically dry fall, be sure to deeply water your roses. At least one inch per week of rainfall or water applied, is recommended.  Always water before you spray your bushes.

At two weeks intervals, a water soluble fertilizer such as Peters 20-20-20 may be used, especially if you plan to exhibit.  No slow released fertilizer should be used, now. If your leaves look pale, add iron chelate such as Ironite, according to directions.

Disease Control.

My roses are easy care roses, therefore; I don’t spray my roses, with a fungicide. If you have rose varieties that need to be sprayed, continue your spraying routine.  Black spot prevention is easier to do than treatment after the black spot appears. I repeat, water your roses well, before spraying. Alternate using Banner Maxx and Manzate, with Indicate 5 to adjust the pH. Fungicides such as:  Immunox, Funginex, and Fungi-Guard are also recommended by ARS, and may be purchased at local home and garden centers.  As always, use caution and protect yourself, when using fungicides and insecticides.

Watch for white powdery mildew, which causes wrinkled new foliage and distorted new buds.  This sometimes happens when the humidity is high, and night time temperatures drop below 70 degrees.  Also, if the bush is growing by a wall or wooden fence, and there is poor air circulation around the bush, powdery mildew may occur.
Insect Control.

Thrips - may come along, and you will definitely have ugly, burnt blooms. Safer insecticidal soap or horticultural oil is effective.  Insecticides such as Orthene, may be used.  Only spray the buds and blooms.  If you spray the whole bush with an insecticide, another threat may be looming – spider mites. Spider Mites –dislike humidity and tend attack during hot, dry weather. For spider mites, try to let nature handle it, by only spraying the undersides of the leaves with a water wand, several times a week, leaving the benefit of predator insects. I have learned that spider mites are repelled by dill plants, and dislike Sulfur. In the Spring, I will experiment by planting dill near my roses.

If none of that works, then use a miticide bought locally or Avid, which has to be ordered.
Yellow Jackets and Wasps nests - in your rose bush.

Wasp and hornet spray is harmful to your bush, because of the petroleum product in it.  If you spray the wasps with a spray bottle filled with a mixture of water and lots of dishwashing liquid, it will render them unable to fly.  This will allow you to kill them on the ground and destroy the nest.

Mulch 
This is a good time to add mulch.  I prefer live oak leaves topped with pine straw.  I will not use pine bark, since years ago termites were found in my pine mulch.

I hope you are rewarded with beautiful blooms for all the hard work you’ve put in this Fall. 
